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Detailed Action 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 3-24 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

2. Applicant argues that housing needs to hold the fuse. The examiner respectfully 
disagrees. The claimed invention requires only that the fuse clips be configured to 
receive a fuse, which the clips hold the fuse when the fuse indicator assembly is 
positioned in the opening of the housing. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 13, 17-20 and 22-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Sundt (US 2,783,331). 

With respect to Claim 13, Sundt teaches a fuse cartridge assembly comprising: a 
housing (#11); at least two contacts (#21) arranged in the housing to form fuse clips 
configured to receive a fuse (#48); an opening (top of #1 1) formed in the housing and 
having a retainer (#22) formed therein; and a fuse status indicator assembly comprising: 
a base (#12); a fuse status indicator (#42) supported by the base and having at least 
one electrical contact (#38) extending therefrom; at least one retainer member (#40) 
extending from the base to removeably (Col. 1, line 23) engage the retainer formed in 
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the housing when the base is positioned in the opening (see Fig. 2) formed in the 
housing and thereby secure the at least one electrical contact in electrical connection 
with at least one of the at least two contacts so that the fuse status indicator adjusts 
(Col. 1, lines 41-43) a level of illumination generated in response to a blown status of 
the fuse. 

With respect to Claim 17, Sundt further teaches that the opening formed in the 
housing and the base have reciprocal shapes (see Fig. 4) and wherein, when the base 
is positioned in the opening formed in the housing to engage the at least one retainer 
member extending from the base with the retainer formed in the housing, an outer 
surface (lower end of #29 near #30) of the base is substantially flush (#29 flush with 
#15) with at least one surface (#15) of the housing. 

With respect to Claim 18, Sundt further teaches that the fuse status indicator 
includes a neon bulb (Col 2, line 57). 

With respect to Claims 19-20, Sundt further teaches a circuit element or resistor 
(#45) electrically connected to the fuse status indicator to limit current applied to the 
fuse status indicator. 

With respect to Claim 22, Sundt further teaches that a support (#39) extending 
from the base and configured to support the fuse status indicator. 

With respect to Claim 23, Sundt further teaches that the base is positioned (see 
Fig. 4) in the opening formed in the housing to removeably engage the at least one 
retainer member with the retainer formed in the housing, the fuse status indicator 
extends (see Fig. 4) into an interior of the housing. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 21 and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
overSundt (US 2,783,331). 

With respect to Claim 21 , the label for attachment to the fuse cartridge to indicate 
the electrical parameters of a fuse in the fuse cartridge is nonfunctional printed matter 
and fails to further distinguish over claim 1 . In re Ngai, 367 F.3d 1 336, 1 339, 70 
USPQ2d 1862, 1864 (Fed. Cir. 2004). 

With respect to Claim 24, Sundt teaches the claimed invention including an 
indicator window (Col.1 , line 41-42) to allow illumination from the fuse status indicator to 
escape when the base is arranged in the opening in the housing. Sundt fails to teach 
an indicator window in the housing. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to locate an indicator window in the 
housing or any other surface permitting the indicator to be viewed, since it has been 
held that a mere reversal of the essential working parts of a device involves only routine 
skill in the art. In re Einstein, 8 USPQ 167. 

7. Claims 14-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Sundt (US 2,783,331) in view of Sorenson (US 3,396,269). 
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With respect to Claims 14-15, Sundt teaches the claimed invention including the 
retainer formed in the housing includes the base is engaged with the housing to 
removeably (Col. 1 , line 23) secure the fuse status indicator within the housing and the 
at least one electrical contact (see Fig. 4) within electrical connection with the at least 
one of the at least two contacts. Sundt fails to teach the aperture and that the retainer 
member includes snap-in fastening members configured to extend through the aperture. 
Sorenson teaches the retainer (Fig. 5, #49) formed in the housing (#11) includes at 
least one recess (#31) and wherein the at least one retainer member (Fig. 2, #48) 
includes snap-in fastening members (#49) and a barb (#49) configured to extend 
through the at least one recess when the base is removeably (Col. 1, line 25) engaged 
with the housing. It would have been an obvious matter of design choice to make the 
recess as a through hole or aperture, since such a modification would have involved a 
mere change in the shape of a component that would not effect the retaining member 
from snapping into a retainer. A change in shape is generally recognized as being 
within the level of ordinary skill in the art. In re Dailey, 357 F. 2d 669, 149 USPQ 47 
(CCPA 1966). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify the fuse status indicator of Sundt with the 
retaining member of Sorenson to prevent dislodgment of the fuse status indicator from 
the housing under normal operating conditions (Col. 2, lines 45-46). 

With respect to Claim 16, Sundt teaches the claimed invention except for the 
disengagement of the barb from the retainer, and the fuse in the housing. Sorenson 
teaches that the at least one barb is configured to disengage (Col. 2, lines 45-49) the 
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retainer formed in the housing in response to a force applied to the base in a direction 
opposite the housing to remove the base and fuse status indicator from the housing 
through the opening formed in the housing. It would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the fuse status 
indicator of Sundt with the retaining barb of Sorenson to allow removal for servicing. It 
would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to rearrange the location of fuse and position it in the housing or any other 
location where protection from an overcurrent condition is required, since it has been 
held that a rearrangement of the essential working parts of a device involves only 
routine skill in the art. In re Japiske, 181 F.2d 1019, 86 USPQ 70 (CCPA 1950). 

Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Groezinger (US 3,742,211) and Maurinus (US 5,302,778) 
teaches a retainer includes at least one aperture and wherein the at least one retainer 
member includes snap-in fastening members configured to extend through the at least 
one aperture when the base is engaged with the retainer to removeably secure the 
retaining member within the retainer. Leal (US 4,514,723) teaches a fuse status 
indicator assembly removeably fastened to a housing with fuses to indicate their status. 

9. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Robert J. Hoffberg whose telephone number is (571) 
272-2761 . The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM Mon - Fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lynn D. Feild can be reached on (571) 272-2092. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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